Caving and handling

Embryology skill; Cw' Introduction
Handling chicks safely Did you know you could be dangsrous even though you don't want to be?
Life skill: When you handle something as small and delicate as a chick. you should

be extra careful not to hurt it. Give it lots of time to rest after you pick it

Relating to others up. Here's an even bigger surprise. That cute, warm and fuzzy ball of fur

Science skill: could be dangerous to you. No, it won't bite or punch you, but it might
Observing and communicating carry germs that could make you sick. That's why it is important to wash
Syl ST e your hands after you have picked up a chick. Then both you and the
supported: chick will be healthy and strong.
Health and safety =

@ Get ready

e Once the chicks have haiched, students naturaly want to hold them. But

Preparation time: newly hatched chicks should not be handled much, if at all. Some children
One hour rmay not have the coordination needed to handls chicks appropriately.
Activity time: Proper handling 's important to keep an animal as fragile as a baby
One class period chick from being stressed or harmed.

Most students understand the importance of washing their hands after
dihat you nesd: they go to the bathroom. It is also important to wash after handiing a
[i Ultraviolet light chick. This exercise was designed to ensure proper handling of the chick,
L Antibacterial hand soap proper hanc washing for the safety of the child and the pravention of

1 Paner towels diseass in the child or the chick.

Cvwater Your students shoutd work in pairs or groups of three or four, with one
chick per group. Students will have to sit an the floor, s0 have a blanket
or sheet availabls for them to sk cn. Alse, set up a hand-washing station
in the classroom. This station could be & sink or just a bow! of warm soapy
water. Include some paper towels.

e, Do it

The students should sit down on their sheet with their feet touching each
other. Pass around a wind-up chick, Beanie Baby or stuffed animal the
size of a chick until each child has held it. An adult should supervise this
activity, so the students learn to handle the object correctly.

After this initial activity, place a real chick in the center of the circle and
allow the chick to run around. When the chick goes to someone in the
group, he or she may pick it up (under adult supervision) for one minute.
Then the-student should put the chick down in the circle and let it ¢c to
scmeone eisg, who may roid it for a minute. This continues until each
child has held the chick for a minute. After all the students have held the
chick, put it back into the brooder.

After holding the chick, rub “Glitter Bug Potion” on the hands of each
student.

Ask them (G hold their hands under a black light and look for
signs of germs. As« ihem io describe what the germs look like.

Then ask your students to wash their hands with sripacter:al @
soap and dry them thoroughly. They should again hold them 2
under the black light to see whether the germs are gone.




a
. eak Take it home
\§ “"Q List all the different activities
after which you wash your
. o 7 hands.
Txlk it over Share it

Teach a younger brother, sister or friend

Share to wash their hands properly.
» How did it feel to hold a baby chick?
Process : }{..O. Y

= Why did you handle the Beanie Baby chicken
before you handled the real chicken?

» How could improper handling of a chick hurt it?

= Why is it important to wash your hands after
handling a chick?

- How would you make a
Generalize germ-free environment?
« When you were holding the chick, how did the

chick tell you that it was comfortable or

uncomfortable?

+ How do other baby animals let you know when
they are comfortable or uncomfortable?

Apply
+ What do you do when you are uncomfortable? After the chicks hatch
Too hot? Too cold? out of their shell, they must

stay in the incubator until their down
is completely dry. Birds should be moved
to an environment (such as a brooder) that
provides the following: supplemental heat, food
(such as a chick starter diet), and good clean
water. Students should not handle chicks a lot
because too much handling can stress them and allow
them to get sick.

« Why is washing your hands important?

» What will you do differently the next time you
handle chicks?

To pick up a chick, always move slowly and gently. Cup

@ot a your left hand with the fingers pointing upward. Place your
2 “d a‘;de right hand around the chick (fingers pointing downward)
3‘6 Gt until you can pick it up. Place the chick in your left hand.
\q ) Hold your right hand cupped around the top of the chick
- 5% 00\0( 0 (fingers still pointing downward) so the chick wili not escape.
\ nes an® 0\)\’\6 e Some of your students’ motor skills may not be fully developed,
oW e B \Jo\.\" depending on their ages. For exampie, a child might hold the
< ‘ace\l i \N\\e‘ e‘m‘a- chick too tightly, suffocating it. Or a child might hold the
e 590\ mor_:,\. 9 P oW chick loosely, allowing it to fall.
. G“‘e dent‘:'» i e Children and aduits who handie chicks also need to know the
’f i\ uf stu un n ol importance of hand washing. All warm-blooded animals,
y of Y?P{mg aro o 10 in (iike dogs, humans and birds) carry salmonella,
W 2 \ay tuden c“o\e a bacterium that can cause severe diarrhea and
HO oW 1o P K ne andS* Sheet dehydration. You and your students should
n -e'?" pS ol n et ol e thoroughly wash with antibacterial soap to prevent
0518 151017 anke " ath ination. T 1 dent h
OUP eif o) WO 0 contamination. To ensure that students was
af nd N cit do properly, place a harmless dye on the
afouﬂd mel‘ sneet' students’ hands and look at them with
a

a biack light.



